
 
 

Some extracts from the AVMSD and the amending Directive 2018/1808 re scope. Emphases ours 

 

AVMS Directive 2010/13/EU 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/ALL/?uri=CELEX%3A32010L0013 

Article 1 

‘Audiovisual media service’ means: 

1. a service as defined by Articles 56 and 57 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union which is under the editorial responsibility of a media service provider 

and the principal purpose of which is the provision of programmes, in order to inform, entertain or educate, to the general public by electronic communications networks 

within the meaning of point (a) of Article 2 of Directive 2002/21/EC. Such an audiovisual media service is either a television broadcast as defined in point (e) of this 

paragraph or an on-demand audiovisual media service as defined in point (g) of this paragraph; 

2. audiovisual commercial communication 

Amendment from Directive 2018/1808 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/dir/2018/1808/oj 

Article 1 

‘Audiovisual media service’ means: 

1. a service as defined by Articles 56 and 57 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union, where the principal purpose of the service or a dissociable section thereof 

is devoted to providing programmes, under the editorial responsibility of a media service provider, to the general public, in order to inform, entertain or educate, by means 

of electronic communications networks within the meaning of point (a) of Article 2 of Directive 2002/21/EC; such an audiovisual media service is either a television 

broadcast as defined in point (e) of this paragraph or an on-demand audiovisual media service as defined in point (g) of this paragraph; 

2. audiovisual commercial communication 

 

The following point is inserted: 

‘(aa) “video-sharing platform service” means a service as defined by Articles 56 and 57 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union, where the principal purpose of 

the service or of a dissociable section thereof or an essential functionality of the service is devoted to providing programmes, user-generated videos, or both, to the general 

public, for which the video-sharing platform provider does not have editorial responsibility, in order to inform, entertain or educate, by means of electronic communications 

networks within the meaning of point (a) of Article 2 of Directive 2002/21/EC and the organisation of which is determined by the video-sharing platform provider, including 

by automatic means or algorithms in particular by displaying, tagging and sequencing.’; 
 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/ALL/?uri=CELEX%3A32010L0013
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/dir/2018/1808/oj


Recital 3 

Directive 2010/13/EU should remain applicable only to those services the principal purpose of which is the provision of programmes in order to inform, entertain or educate. 

The principal purpose requirement should also be considered to be met if the service has audiovisual content and form which are dissociable from the main activity of the 

service provider, such as stand-alone parts of online newspapers featuring audiovisual programmes or user-generated videos where those parts can be considered dissociable 

from their main activity. A service should be considered to be merely an indissociable complement to the main activity as a result of the links between the audiovisual offer 

and the main activity such as providing news in written form. As such, channels or any other audiovisual services under the editorial responsibility of a provider can constitute 

audiovisual media services in themselves, even if they are offered on a video-sharing platform which is characterised by the absence of editorial responsibility. In such cases, 

it will fall to the providers with editorial responsibility to comply with Directive 2010/13/EU. 

Recital 4 

Video-sharing platform services provide audiovisual content which is increasingly accessed by the general public, in particular by young people. This is also true with regard 

to social media services, which have become an important medium to share information and to entertain and educate, including by providing access to programmes and user-

generated videos. Those social media services need to be included in the scope of Directive 2010/13/EU because they compete for the same audiences and revenues as 

audiovisual media services. Furthermore, they also have a considerable impact in that they facilitate the possibility for users to shape and influence the opinions of other 

users. Therefore, in order to protect minors from harmful content and all citizens from incitement to hatred, violence and terrorism, those services should be covered by 

Directive 2010/13/EU to the extent that they meet the definition of a video-sharing platform service. 

 


