
 

                                                
1 Commission Regulation (EU) No 655/2013 of 10 July 2013 laying down common criteria for the justification of claims used in relation to 
cosmetic products 
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2013:190:0031:0034:EN:PDF  
Guidelines to Commission Regulation (EU) No 655/2013 laying down common criteria for the justification of claims used in relation to 
cosmetic products http://ec.europa.eu/consumers/sectors/cosmetics/files/pdf/guide_reg_claims_en.pdf  

Full title of law or 
regulation 

Cosmetic Products Regulation;   

Regulation (EC) No 1223/2009 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 30 
November 2009 on cosmetic products 

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/ALL/?uri=CELEX:32009R1223 

Title of 
relevant section 

Article 20: Product Claims 

Article 20 1. In the labelling, making available on the market and advertising of cosmetic products, text, 
names, trade marks, pictures and figurative or other signs shall not be used to imply that 
these products have characteristics or functions which they do not have. 

2. The Commission shall, in cooperation with Member States, establish an action plan 
regarding claims used and fix priorities for determining common criteria justifying the use of 
a claim.  

After consulting the SCCS (Scientific Committee on Consumer Safety) or other relevant 
authorities, the Commission shall adopt a list of common criteria for claims1 which may be 
used in respect of cosmetic products, in accordance with the regulatory procedure with 
scrutiny referred to in Article 32(3) of this Regulation, taking into account the provisions of 
Directive 2005/29/EC.  

By 11 July 2016, the Commission shall submit to the European Parliament and the Council a 
report regarding the use of claims on the basis of the common criteria adopted under the 
second subparagraph. If the report concludes that claims used in respect of cosmetic 
products are not in conformity with the common criteria, the Commission shall take 
appropriate measures to ensure compliance in cooperation with the Member States. 

3. The responsible person may refer, on the product packaging or in any document, notice, 
label, ring or collar accompanying or referring to the cosmetic product, to the fact that no 
animal tests have been carried out only if the manufacturer and his suppliers have not 
carried out or commissioned any animal tests on the finished cosmetic product, or its 
prototype, or any of the ingredients contained in it, or used any ingredients that have been 
tested on animals by others for the purpose of developing new cosmetic products. 


