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Article 4a re self-regulation from Directive 2018/1808, the revision of the Audiovisual Media 
Services Directive (AVMSD) 
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Article 4a 
 

1.   Member States shall encourage the use of co-regulation and the fostering of self-regulation 
through codes of conduct adopted at national level in the fields coordinated by this Directive to the 
extent permitted by their legal systems. Those codes shall: 

a) Be such that they are broadly accepted by the main stakeholders in the Member States 
concerned; 

b) Clearly and unambiguously set out their objectives; 
c) Provide for regular, transparent and independent monitoring and evaluation of the achievement 

of the objectives aimed at; and 
d) Provide for effective enforcement including effective and proportionate sanctions. 
 
2.   Member States and the Commission may foster self-regulation through Union codes of conduct 
drawn up by media service providers, video-sharing platform service providers or organisations 
representing them, in cooperation, as necessary, with other sectors such as industry, trade, 
professional and consumer associations or organisations. Those codes shall be such that they are 
broadly accepted by the main stakeholders at Union level and shall comply with points (b) to (d) of 
paragraph 1. The Union codes of conduct shall be without prejudice to the national codes of conduct. 
 
In cooperation with the Member States, the Commission shall facilitate the development of Union 
codes of conduct, where appropriate, in accordance with the principles of subsidiarity and 
proportionality. 
 
The signatories of Union codes of conduct shall submit the drafts of those codes and amendments 
thereto to the Commission. The Commission shall consult the Contact Committee on those draft codes 
or amendments thereto. 
 
The Commission shall make the Union codes of conduct publicly available and may give them 
appropriate publicity. 
 
3.   Member States shall remain free to require media service providers under their jurisdiction to 
comply with more detailed or stricter rules in compliance with this Directive and Union law, including 
where their national independent regulatory authorities or bodies conclude that any code of conduct 
or parts thereof have proven not to be sufficiently effective. Member States shall report such rules to 
the Commission without undue delay.’ 
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